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Dangerdog Music Reviews
Writer’s Guidelines

What follows is some basic information, guidelines and expectations. Some of this may seem unnecessary or heavy-handed, but it was written to protect both parties from misunderstanding. Additionally, due to the proliferation of music copyright infringement, some this is legally necessary to protect Dangerdog Music Reviews and myself.

Regarding Your Role, Publishing Rights, and Compensation
1. This position is volunatry. Therefore, there is no compensation, monetary or otherwise, for this position.

2. Dangerdog Music Reviews retains first rights to and ownership of all reviews. Permission is granted to you to reprint your reviews for personal and private use.

3. All reviews must be original to Dangerdog Music Reviews. We will not accept any reviews published elsewhere, whether in print or online. No exceptions. Additionally, though I do not have the ability prevent or police this, I expect that any review you write for DMR will not be published elsewhere.

4. Dangerdog Music Reviews reserves the right to edit your review for content and length without approval of the writer.
Regarding Review Materials
1. You are responsible for acquiring (at your own expense) any music to be reviewed for Dangerdog Music Reviews. Material for review must fit our genre guidelines.

2. Unless otherwise agreed upon, DMR will not supply you with any physical or digital material for review (due to various international copyright laws and agreements with labels).

3. IMPORTANT: If at anytime DMR would provide you with any physical or digital material, you agree not to copy, duplicate, upload, pass along to friends, resell, or otherwise distribute said material. To do so will constitute immediate dismissal and, if discovered by the owner of the copyrighted material, may involve legal action against you by the owner of the material.
Guidelines for Writing Reviews
Writing well is probably the most important element of Dangerdog Music Reviews. The site is hardly perfect and you will find errors from time to time (even in this document), but I make the best effort to keep the quality high and the errors low.
1. Be careful with your grammar and spelling. While I may read your review when posting it, I will not proofread or edit every submission. It's up to you to check your work. Unless you want to look like an illiterate moron with no command of the English language, then  proofread your review, have someone else do it for you, or contact your High School English teacher for some remedial instruction.

I strongly recommend getting a copy of Strunk & White’s Elements of Style. Read it twice, then read it again, and then keep it under your pillow it night.

2. Profanity or vulgarity is discouraged. Saying an album is 'so fucking awesome' or the like is just dribble. Anybody can use vulgarity, just not my writers. Some things I let pass like 'this album kicks ass'  or using an occasional 'shit', my favorite middle-class cuss word.

3. Write creatively and objectively remembering also that music is a subjective thing. Write in a way that expresses your personal opinion about the music in a creative and entertaining, but elusive, way. Don't critique or describe every song in some wooden fashion. Leave something to the imagination, something that would encourage the reader to explore the artist and album on their own. Don't be afraid to be negative or point out what you don't like. I believe our readers expect and deserve honesty. If you think that something about the album is crap, then say so, but back it up.

4. Article length is generally from 350 to 500 words, but no more than 1000.

Submitting Your Review 
Required for each review: Email to craig@dangerdog.com 

1) In an email include:

1. Artist and Album Name

2. Genre

3. Score. See About page for more info.

4. Artist URLs, if available, for Website, Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

5. Their label (if signed), if not then say 'Unsigned/Self-released'

6. Your review

7. A link to a current video of at least one song from the album, or some other streaming audio source like Soundcloud.

2) Attached to the email include:

1. Album art,  at least 150x150dpi

2. Artist photo, at least 600dpi in width
Do a Google search or check their website or Facebook page for these.
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